AIDS Research Reviews, Volume Two by Chin, Roger J.
YALEJOURNAL OFBIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 66 (1993), pp. 333-337
Copyright 1994. Al rights nmezd.
Book Reviews
AIDS RESEARCH REVIEWS, VOLUME TWO. EditedbyWayneC. Koff, Flossie
WongStaal, andRonaldC. Kennedy. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1992.408 pp.
$155.00.
AIDSResearch Reviews, Volume Two, like the first book in this series, is acollection
of articles examining a particular topic about AIDS. This volume is not designed to be a
comprehensive overview ofthe topic, butrather, the volume reviews only recent scientif-
ic advances regarding HIV infection. There are eighteen chapters, each an article which
reviews theresearch ofaparticular topic.
There are five sections in this book. The first section, "Molecular Biology," includes
discussions ofaccessory genes, transactivation and regulation ofexpression of HIV, and
an examination of the structure of the CD4 molecule. Section two, "Host Responses,"
looks specifically at the viral burden in mononuclear cells, viral fusion, viral entry, and
neurotoxins in AIDS dementia. The third section, "Animal Models," looks atmonkey and
rabbit models. "Drug Development," the fourth section, examines drug resistance and the
prospect of soluble CD4 and catalytic RNAs as therapeutic agents. Finally, "Vaccine
Development," the last section, discusses HIV vaccine research. It presents the parts of
the immune system targeted by the vaccine (mucosal immunity and cytotoxic T lympho-
cytes), andexperimental vaccine studies currently underway.
This compilation ofarticles contains over 1300 references and is carefully indexed.
Although this volume does not attempt to cover comprehensively all topics, a variety of
AIDS research topics ofrecent interest arereviewed. Selections are generally broad, such
as the chapters highlighting recent progress in Simian Immunodeficiency Vus (SIV)
research, discussing HIV drug resistance to AZT, and exploring neurotoxins and AIDS
dementia.
AIDS Research Reviews, Volume Two is well-assembled, and the figures and charts
are all clearly printed and comprehensible. The price, however, will make the book less
accessible than it should be. Although institutions may acquire the book, it could also be
useful to an individual researcher or a scientist interested in issues relating to HIV and
AIDS.
RogerJ. Chin
Medical Student
YaleUniversity School ofMedicine
AIDS IN THE WORLD: A GLOBAL REPORT. Edited by Jonathan Mann, Daniel J. M.
Tarantola, and Thomas W. Netter. Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1992. 1037 pp.
$19.95.
At a time when AIDS research and policy considerations have become more special-
ized, it seems daunting to undertake a project to review the global nature of the AIDS
pandemic. This study by the Global AIDS Policy Coalition succeeds in its undertaking by
pulling together diverse, yetcomplementary, sources and types ofinformation.
The thousand-plus pages ofthe book are divided into four sections. The first section,
"The Impactof the Pandemic," makes quantitative assessments of the nature, impact, and
trends of AIDS worldwide. Although there is much information conveyed, the presenta-
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